The Gods

1. The Meeting

The Gods were meeting. It was a very sad occasion. Jolier the Director turned silently to the group and waited for attention. The others did not really need to hear what he was going to say-they knew-but it was necessary for him to verbalize in order for everyone to share a common problem.

Jolier stated the obvious. “It is finished-we have acquired all knowledge-there is nothing left to do. All that we have is all there is. Our reason for existence is through. “His statements were short and to the point, elaboration was not necessary.

The Gods had spent their entire existence working toward this goal with the full knowledge that once obtained, it would be over It would be impossible to exist without reason to exist. They had to have the input of love, happiness, frustration, sorrow, curiosity and all the innumerable other feelings that made life. With the advent of all knowledge, these things disappeared-with one notable exception-love.

All other emotions had fallen by the wayside one by one. This was something that the Gods had not necessarily wanted to happen-but they knew it would. They were the victims of a paradox that not even the Gods could circumvent. How could you have curiosity when all problems were solved? How could you have sorrow when there is no sense of loss? They knew that every feeling-every emotion had to have an opposite; everything has to have a frame of reference. “Evil”, for instance, could not exist without the knowledge of something less evil. In fact, the sadness felt on the occasion of this meeting existed only because of their one remaining problem: they were contemplating the consequences of their non-existence.

With no emotions to deal with, non-existence would not normally be a problem. But, this wasn’t the situation, there is always that one emotion that exists without it’s opposite: love. Love could be felt without the knowledge of hate, and the Gods were filled with an immeasurable love for one another and themselves and the quest for knowledge and the simple love of just existing. The contemplation of non-existence was very sad indeed.

Jolier the Director continued. “We must find some way to re-experience all the aspects of life or we must cease to exist. It is possible to erase all knowledge and start over-but why? We would eventually be here again having this same discussion. The solution is to use the knowledge we have acquired and create a new life similar to what we did with Johava the New, only to a much lesser extent.”

All the Gods were different. Each one specialized in a different field of knowledge. There was Jolier the Director, Judia the philosopher, Joseia the analytical, Jorde the Artisan, and so forth. All knowledge was shared and each God instantly knew of the accomplishments of the others. It was Joseia the Philosopher who realized that “having” knowledge was vastly different from “appreciating” knowledge.  There needed to be a way for Judia the Analytical to not just understand but actually appreciate a creation of beauty by Jorde the Artisan.

It was Judia’s idea to create Johava the New. Johava was made up in equal measure by a part of all the Gods. Each God actually “lived” in part through Johava and in the process had become “lesser” in their primary form of existence.

Johava, himself, was his own being. His purpose for existence was not to be the culmination of all knowledge, but rather to experience the thrill of discovery, the appreciation of beauty, and all the other aspects of life as they were obtained in turn by each of the other Gods. The Gods, of course, benefited through the part of themselves that was Johava. 

The only disadvantage, (if you can use such a word when referring to a God), of Johava was that he was almost completely useless in making new discoveries. His talent level in any one field would always be less than the one who specialized in that field, although, he did have full knowledge of everything as it was discovered.

Johava was, by his very nature, the only God to ask questions or even question another God. This questioning served the purpose exactly as intended. Often times his questions caused them to think on a problem in an entirely different direction that led to a much better, (faster), conclusion. It was this insatiable desire to question that led him to interrupt Jolier the Director.

“What do you mean by, ‘creating a new life to a lesser extent?’” Johava said, “Life either is or it isn’t.”

“That is absolutely true, but is order for us to continue to exist it must no longer be so.” Jolier explained further. “Life is the ability to feel emotions; the purpose of life is to acquire knowledge. We no longer have the ability to feel any of the emotions that are the opposite of peace, happiness, contentment, etc. These feelings disappeared as we acquired knowledge and remain only in our memory. We know happiness only because we remember sorrow; one cannot exist without the other. The converse is also true. If there were only sorrow then sorrow would lose it’s meaning and become the norm-and be accepted as such-because there would be no knowledge of anything better.”

“That is our present dilemma; we must create a new life and partially live through it. We must create a being that doesn’t have the knowledge and can, therefore, feel all emotions. By doing this we can retain the knowledge and still experience all that is necessary to justify our existence.”

Johava interrupted again. He was the only one that did not immediately understand the obvious solution Jolier proposed when he used the word, “partially”. “But how can we live through a new being and not impart our knowledge to this being? If we live through a being, then that being is, in effect, us; just as I am.”

“Once again you are correct, “Jolier said. “We can’t live through another being and remain as we presently are; however, you can.”

His next statement shocked Johava beyond belief. 

“Johava, your knowledge will be erased and you will cease to exist among us.” 

2. In The Beginning Before The Beginning

The meeting was over almost before it began, there was no discussion-none was needed. In the instant before the knowledge was erased, Johava understood- and he knew-in the next instant; he knew- but he did not understand.

He knew that he was to become the basis for an entirely new form of existence. An existence that would be completely divorced from what he was now. Even though he was still made up of a part of all the Gods, he would have no knowledge of this; On the other hand, the Gods were still jointly aware of everything that was Johava. The situation was unique; Johava would “live” in a new universe and be completely unaware of the possibility of being influenced by the others.

But the time of Johava’s ascension, (de-scension?), was not yet to be-the new universe had to first be created; and until this creation actually took place, Johava was allowed to observe and ask questions. In spite of having lost the vast store of universal knowledge, he still had the intelligence and the insatiable curiosity of a God. Any knowledge that was gained during this period would soon be lost and, (although he was not aware of it at this time), he would never again even be aware of his own existence.

The initial job of creation naturally fell to Joseia the Analytical. He would be the one to create the “stuff” of the world in which Johava would exist. The others were to take the “stuff”, or “matter”, as it came to be known, and create all living and non living things to exist in a completely self sufficient environment. The creation could take any form they liked, as long as he didn’t violate the one prime directive of Jolier the Director: "Johava, (in any or all of his collective forms of existence), must never be able to prove the existence of the creators”.

Although simply stated, this directive proved to be a “worthy-of-the-Gods” problem. “How would you create a universe such that it wouldn’t be obvious that it was created to an intelligent being living in this universe?”

Judia the Philosopher was contemplating this problem when Johava appeared.

“Well Judia”, he said, “Have you decided what my new home will look like?”

“It’s good to see you still have a sense of humor”, Judia answered, “We’ll make sure you keep it. As a matter of fact, I have. Lets talk, it will help me to make sure I’ve got everything right.”

Judia, of course, knew everything was “right”. But he also knew that Johava was under the impression that he would be transported intact to some new place to live for some obscure purpose of the Gods. It would be his job to explain Johava that he must die. “Die” was not exactly the right word, but that would be clarified later. In the meantime, certain things, (but not everything), were to be explained to Johava.

3. Judia's Universe

“Lets first talk about what this new world can not be, that way it will be easier for you to understand what it must be”, Judia began. “It would be very easy to immediately create a complete world for you to live in. A world in which there was nothing but peace, love and harmony; no problems, nothing negative in any way. Now lets suppose you occupied this world with billions of others similar to your self. How would you like that?”

“A world with no problems, no sorrow, no hate, no greed, why that would be perfect!” Johava exclaimed.

“What would you do?” Judia asked, “How would you occupy your time?”

Johava thought a moment-this wasn’t going to be easy-he was beginning to sense a trap. “Well”, He said, “I am intelligent and I have curiosity; I would pursue a quest for knowledge. It would be a great sense of accomplishment to learn all I could about this new world.”

“Why would you want to do that?” Judia mused. The conversation was going exactly as planed. “If there was a need for knowledge, then you would have to have a problem; even if the problem was nothing more than wanting to know how something worked. If you want to know “anything” -then you have the emotion of desire, and if there is a desire for anything, then where would this desire stop? Would not you eventually desire something that was desired by someone else?”

Judia paused a moment to allow his statements to be absorbed” With desire comes greed, with greed comes hate, with hate comes sorrow, and on and on; and by the way, Where would this “great sense of accomplishment” come from if you had no prior knowledge of failure?”

Judia refrained from using the old adage of, “you can’t have good without bad”, because he knew that Johava had already grasped the concept. He wondered though, if Johava realized that everything they were talking about was true in only one instance. All of these concepts were true-only when perceived by a rational mind of a certain intelligence level. It was indeed possible for a lifeform to exist in a perfect world. In fact, the vast majority of the lifeforms that were to be created would be blessed by not having rational minds.

Johava, after a period of thought, said, “I’m beginning to see what you mean; if I’m intelligent I can’t live in a world in which there are no problems. Problems are synonymous with the emotions of sorrow, hate, greed and so forth; therefore, I must either be unintelligent, (unaware), and live in a world with no problems, or stay as I am and live with problems and all emotions.”

“Which would you choose?” Judia asked, well pleased with Johava’s response.

“I would choose the latter”, Johava said with a great sense of frustration.

“Good. Although your choice really doesn’t matter, it’s good that we agree, “Judia said as he continued. “Do you understand that if we create this type of life, it would be almost impossible to conform to the Prime Directive? A curious being of a certain intelligence level would eventually conclude that a superior being created the world around him. A part of the solution would be to have the being and his surroundings evolve from an indeterminate past, but I am getting ahead of myself. Do you understand why we must have the Prime Directive?” 

“I understand that I am to exist in a world of trials and tribulations so that you and the others can experience the essence of life through me-but I do not understand why I must remain ignorant of your existence, “Johava said.

“You will not be ignorant of our existence,” Judia said. “In fact, a lot of effort will be expended to make you aware of your creators. The Prime Directive simply says that you must never be able to PROVE our existence. Let me explain it this way. Let’s suppose you loved someone to such an extent that you felt they were an extension of your own soul, the essence of your being. You had a love so intense that you would choose not to exist if this person ceased to be a part of your life. Let’s suppose also that you control the existence of this person; everything about them including life or death, is at your whim. How would you handle this type of relationship?”

“Well,” said Johava beginning to feel like he was stepping into another trap, “I would make sure nothing ever happened to this person. I would protect them from all possible harm, and make sure all needs were provided for.”

“Did you mean to say you would make sure nothing “bad” ever happened to this person?” It was an obvious reference to their previous “good/bad” conversation. “And by the way, what would this person give you in return?”

Johava was uncomfortable and confused, “But you said I loved this person and my life depended on theirs - how could I not protect them from everything?” Realizing he was getting into deeper trouble, he paused a moment and thought about the questions. “If I loved a person this much, we would have to share the knowledge of bad and good, love and hate and all the other emotions. In fact, we would have to have an awful lot in common. I COULD NOT LOVE SOMEONE THIS MUCH IF THEY DID NOT LOVE ME IN RETURN.”

Judia absolutely beamed, Johava had the exuberance of youth (inexperience), and he could feel the excitement of solving a problem. Judia, being a part of Johava, felt the excitement at exactly the same time. Even so, Johava did not have it quite right. “I did not say your life depended on this person, I said their life depended on you. There is a lot of difference. You can choose your existence, this person cannot. But you did correctly identify love. It cannot exist without interaction; it must be received and given in almost equal measure. More importantly, love cannot be demanded or required; it must be given by free will because of greed.”

“Greed?” said Johava, truly surprised.

“Yes greed, but not a bad type of greed”, said Judia. “Everyone wants and needs love, but it cannot be received unless it is given. Therefore when there is love, it exists for the mutual benefit of all because each person CHOOSES to give love and in return fulfills the need to receive love. Do you now see the reason for the Prime Directive?”

“I’m not sure”. I understand that in the universe you are about to create, I will somehow be a part of it but I cannot imagine not loving you - I am part of your being. How will, “not being able to prove your existence”, affect these feelings?”

“Good question”, sighed Judia. He was finally coming to the end of what he must tell Johava. “We created you in our own image and you are in equal measure, a part of all of the Gods. We are creating a universe in which there will be living things. You will be the “life” in all of these things. You will not be aware of us and initially, not even aware of your own existence. A part of you will eventually evolve to become aware, and a part of that part will become something very similar to what you and we are now. This being will be self aware, intelligent and will rule and control all other things in this new universe. We will be a part of this being through you (because you are the essence of life in this world) and experience everything that is discovered. We will experience all emotions even though we have all knowledge. It will be as we learned it the first time ourselves.” 

Judia continued, “You will be us. Therefore you will be loved as we love ourselves; but we cannot control you. It is absolutely vital that you have free will. If you do not have free will then we would guide everything you do and there would be no reason for your existence. You must be free to make choices that lead you to experience all emotions, both good and bad. Sorrow and regret are just as important as satisfaction and happiness. You must have the right to make mistakes. But the most important thing I can tell you is this: ‘You must also have the choice of believing in us as your creator.’ In other words, ‘you will be able to choose whether or not to return our love. If you could prove our existence, you would not have the choice of believing in us. Everything you would do in your life would be affected by the knowledge of a superior being watching over you. You would also expect this being that created you to take care of you. There would be very little motive for you to accomplish anything. Your best efforts would always be secondary to what your creator had already accomplished. There would be no reason for you to try and solve the mysteries around you. In short, there would be no reason for you to have intelligence beyond what is required for basic survival. If we did this, we would have a world of beings that would love us dearly, but to what end? You could give us nothing in return; therefore there would be no reason to create you. You must have true free will, and you must have the intelligence to make decisions that will affect the outcome of your life. We, as Gods, are both greedy and jealous. We do not want you to love us because you have to; we want you to love us because you chose to. This is the reason for the Prime Directive.”

Johava stammered, “But if I have complete free will without your knowledge and supervision, I could make decisions that could harm myself or even cause death.”

“That’s absolutely correct.”

“You mean I could die?”

"You will be everything that ever lives in this new universe, and everything that lives will die. The part of you that dies will simply cease to exist in your universe and will return to rejoin us in our world."

"But that can't be," Johava said, at the edge of panic. "If part of me keeps dieing won't I eventually (searching for words) be used up?"

Judia almost laughed at Johava's concern about destroying one of their own. "This won't happen for two reasons," he said. “First, you are infinite. Your life is not a "quantity" in this new universe; it will not take up space or time. Secondly, life is a continuum; it will start from a single source and all life thereafter, no matter what form it takes, will come from this single source. Life will be created only once. At first, it will be very basic and simple, but it will evolve into an almost infinite variety of forms.  All of these forms will adapt and improve themselves through reproduction, with each new generation slightly different than the previous. All life forms will have the ability to adapt to survive in their environment, but these environments will constantly change and most life forms will not survive." 

"You mean you are going to kill off most of the life you created? Why?" queried Johava

“We won't kill anything", said Judia, a little frustrated. "The environmental changes will be done on purpose in order to accelerate the evolution of life."

Johava impatiently interrupted, "To what end? What will life eventually become?"

Judia paused in order to let Johava settle down a bit; he was talking more than thinking. He smiled as he remembered when he was exactly the same way in his quest for knowledge. "Johava," he said, "During all of this conversation, you have assumed your life in this new universe would be similar to your life as you know it now."

"Well yes, of course" he blurted.

"I will tell you that your life as you now know it will soon be gone forever. The knowledge of your existence will only return when we cease all life in the new universe. Because of the Prime Directive, your new life will evolve into many forms with many levels of capabilities. This evolvement will take place over a long period of time, but eventually there will be a life form that will be vastly different than all other life forms. This life form will be so superior that it will eventually control the fate of all other life forms. This part of you will become something very similar to what you are now, except you will not have the knowledge of your previous existence with us."

"But how can you just eliminate me? I am part of all of the Gods."

"Do you recall that Jolier the Director said that we would all live partially through you?” ask Judia.

"Yes", said Johava.

"Well, that is exactly what he meant. He did not say that you would continue to exist through us."

Johava was stunned; it was almost like contemplating his own death, but not quite. "You said my existence would return when all life ceases in the new universe. When will this happen and why would you destroy everything you created?"

"Good question", intoned Judia. "But I'm going to let you figure that out yourself. Perhaps it helps you to understand that you will not suffer from what is about to happen to you."

Johava was seriously confused. He was told he would no longer exist in the world he knew and somehow he would be transferred to a new world in which he would be the "life" of all living things. These living things would continually evolve by changing and dying (It did occur to him that death would be necessary because you could not have evolution without the deaths of previous generations). Judia did say that part of these life forms would evolve into something very similar to what he is now. These beings would obviously be able to experience all of the emotions now lacking in the Gods. But how would the Gods experience these emotions if these beings had complete free will and were not controlled by the Gods? The answer suddenly dawned on him - of course! - When they died. The "life" in every life form (even the very simplest) was himself and he in turn was made up of a part of all the Gods. When any life form died, the "life essence" would simply return to the creators. The Gods would then be able to experience every thing that happened from the beginning to the end of this life. The quality of this experience would depend directly upon the awareness level of the life form. This is why it is necessary to evolve a being that would be very similar to the Gods themselves. The more "God Like" and intelligent these beings were, the more intense their emotions would be. But why would it have to end? Why would the Gods have all life cease in this new universe? 

He still did not understand. He also knew that Judia would not help. All he could do was reanalyze the situation and try to find the solution. What do all intelligent beings have in common? The only thing he could think of was curiosity. That was it! Curiosity was the one thing that could define intelligence. The more curiosity a thing has, the more intelligence it has. A free willed "God like" intelligent being would have an insatiable curiosity. It would seek to learn everything. Then it dawned on him, this creature would seek to learn everything and unless hindered by the Gods; it would eventually learn all there was to learn. The reality of it staggered him. This creature would eventually acquire all knowledge and evolve into exactly what the Gods are now! When this happened, they would be faced with the same dilemma the Gods are facing now. But if they were all part of the Gods to begin with, then they would cease to exist and once again become one with the creators.  What would happen then…………?

He excitedly ran to Judia. "This has all happened before, hasn't it?" he stammered.

Judia smiled, "No, it hasn't. This is the first time, but it will happen many times after this. Perhaps not exactly the same way, but it will happen many more times. I am very pleased that now, you finally understand. You must now go see Joseia the Analytical if you wish to know how this new universe is to be created.

4. The "stuff" of stuff

Johava was happy and more than a little pleased with himself when he met Joseia. Johava liked talking with Joseia; he was much more direct and did not ask a lot of questions. In short, he was not a philosopher.

 "Well, I understand you have just had a long talk with Judia," Joseia said as he looked at the smiling Johava. 

"That's right, and I believe I have everything figured out as to what will happen to me, but I am still curious about something Judia brought up but didn't answer."

"You mean how an intelligent, curious being could live in a world and not know very quickly that it was created by a superior being?" Joseia said quickly, almost before Johava finished speaking.

"Exactly," he stammered, “The being would look around at the world he lives in and realize his kind did not create it, yet it exists; therefore something/someone vastly superior must have created it. Would not this violate the Prime Directive and prove your existence to this being?"

Joseia smiled warmly at Johava as he remembered how marvelous it was to have curiosity, before all knowledge was obtained. He looked forward to creating this new world so that he could once again experience the emotions of life. "You are almost right," he said. "But remember, knowledge will evolve slowly; much time will pass before this being starts to contemplate the origin of his existence. Even then, until he discovers exactly how it was done, creation will remain a mystery, and as long as it remains a mystery; there is no proof. You are right in one sense; the mere existence of this being's universe will reinforce his faith and belief in us as a creator. It is very important that they love and worship their creator, it gives them the morality that regulates how they treat each other; it will be essential to their survival. As you know, this worship must come from free will. Proof of our existence would take away this free will."

Johava was becoming as frustrated with Joseia as he was with Judia. "I don't understand, aren’t you going to create this new world out of "stuff" ------ out of "matter"?  And would not the very existence of this "stuff" be proof that you made it? You can't create something from nothing and everything has to come from somewhere."

Joseia almost laughed at Johava's frustration and seemingly flawless logic, but he didn't. He knew this argument would be used to "prove" the existence of a creator for a very long time before enough knowledge was gained to explain how it is indeed possible to make "something" from "nothing". "So, you don’t think it's possible to create something form nothing? Well let me assure you, this is exactly what we are going to do. As a matter of fact, you will be the "nothing" from which we will create the "something" of this new universe".

"W...w…what? How?"  Stammered Johava.

"It is very complicated," conceded Joseia. "I will not tell you everything, but I will tell you enough for you to understand the concept.  Basically we must create a frame of reference (dimension) for this universe to exist in, and use energy to create the "stuff", as you call it, or matter of this universe. The frame of reference will be time, or more correctly, "relative time". It's very hard to comprehend, but time will not be a constant in this new universe. I will explain more later, but for now, tell me what you know about energy."

"Well," said Johava, switching from frustration to contemplation. “There’s light and heat energy, electric and magnetic energy, and Um...m gravity. Gravity is energy, isn't it?"

"Yes it is," said Joseia. "But you forgot about the forces that hold atoms and molecules together, also there are two types of heat energy. One is radiation in which energy (heat) is transferred across space from one object to another, like warming yourself in front of a fire. The heat from the fire would warm you even if there were a vacuum between you and the fire. The other is direct in which energy (heat) is transferred by direct contact, like touching a hot stove with your finger. The former is the most important for this discussion. Now, I want you to think about this before you answer; it's important. What do all types of energy have in common?"

Johava thought and thought and was a little embarrassed when he could think of only one thing these energies had in common. "Well, at first I thought they were all invisible, but you can see light. The only other thing I could think of is that energy doesn't weigh anything. It has no mass.

"Very good!" exclaimed Joseia. "But you were wrong about light; it is invisible. Light can only be seen if it reflects off an object to something that can perceive light, your eye, for example. You cannot see light as it travels from its source to any object. You can see light at its source only because it reflects off something in the source. Now… let's see if you understand what you just said. If energy is invisible and has no mass, does this mean that energy is nothing?"

Johava's head was hurting; this was a lot more confusing than he first thought. Energy seemed to be nothing, but it had to be something. "That's it," he blurted, "energy is something because it affects matter. Energy can make matter move, get hot, be seen, attract other matter, etc.; it has to be something." 

"You are almost right," said Joseia. "Energy is sometimes something. This next statement is important. Energy can only be detected if it affects matter. If there is no matter to be seen, get hot, move or to attract, then energy is completely undetectable."

"You mean energy doesn't exist without matter," stammered Johava.

"No, no, no," Joseia said. "It's exactly the opposite. Matter cannot exist without energy. That is the big secret to this new universe - all matter will be made out of energy!  And you, Johava, who consists of equal parts of all the Gods, will be this energy. Now, listen carefully because this next part is even more confusing. What happens every time energy acts on matter? What must be present? There is a hint in the question.”

Johava didn’t have a clue as to what Joseia was talking about. The only thing he could think of was every time energy came in contact with matter; the matter was affected in some way. “Well, he said, every time energy comes in contact with matter, something happens to the matter.”

“Like what,” said Joseia.

“Many things can happen,” he said. “But let me pick just one thing that can happen. Energy causes matter to move.” 

“Exactly” said Joseia. “What happens when matter moves?”

“I don’t know what you are talking about,” said Johava, still confused. This all seemed too simple. “When matter moves, it changes location; it goes from one place to another.”

“And how do you know when something moves?”

“You can see it move; you can measure the distance it moved and the time it took for it to move,” said Johava, although he knew this was not quite the answer Joseia was looking for. He paused to think. Then it hit him like a hammer swung with the almighty force of the Gods. Time. Time was the answer. Time must be present for energy to act upon matter. If matter moved from one place to another, it was a certain distance in a certain period of time. When matter is affected in any way by energy, the effect can --- no, it has to --- be measured with time. If a thing was heated, it took time to heat it; if a thing was illuminated, it was lit for a certain period of time. The ramifications of the relationship between time, matter and energy were mind-boggling. If matter is made out of energy, and energy could only affect matter through time, then matter could only exist within a framework of time. Yet energy could exist with or without time. Energy would be the only permanent thing in this universe; matter could be created out of energy to get things started and some of this matter could be destroyed by various means thereby turning it back into energy to act as fuel (heat, light, motion, magnetism, etc.) for this new universe. If energy were “put” into a framework of time, then energy could function as both matter and energy. This is why energy can only be detected if matter is present. 

Johava was about to tell Joseia his conclusion, but he was interrupted. Joseia already knew what he was thinking.  

“A-ha, now you’ve got it,” Joseia said. “Put very simply, time is the frame of reference in which matter recognizes energy’s effect on matter. Also if I make matter out of concentrated energy, and energy cannot be recognized without matter, then everything I make or cause to be made, will, in essence, be made out of nothing. There will actually be two universes, one in which matter and energy will function within a framework of time and one that consists only of energy that is not regulated by time. The second universe will consist of an infinite amount of energy that will exist in all places and times at once. I know you do not understand this, but the energy from this second universe can and will interact with the first universe and be perceived as “coming from nowhere”.”

“You’re right, I don’t understand,” said Johava. “Why do you need this second universe anyway?”

“It has to do with the varying needs of matter and energy in the first universe. But I am not going to explain this. You will be the energy in both universes, but the first universe will be the one in which life will be created to serve our purposes. I will tell you that in the first universe, matter and energy will be completely regulated by time. Energy can exist as matter only within the confines of two extremes, and these extremes will also define the limits of time. Time, as I mentioned, is the frame of reference in which matter recognizes the effect of energy on itself. However, (and this is going to be really hard to understand) time will vary among separate bits of matter depending upon how much they are effected by energy. In other words, time will be different between two pieces of matter traveling at vastly different speeds. Energy will define time and therefore its existence in the first universe. The lower extreme of existence will be called true absolute zero. This is a complete absence of energy, therefore matter cannot exist and time will be infinite. Nothing will move, therefore time will cease to be a measurement. The upper end of existence is when matter is accelerated to the point that it transforms itself back into energy. This will be known as the speed of light. This is also the border between the first universe and the second. This is the ultimate effect that energy can have on matter; matter ceases to exist; energy becomes infinite and time becomes zero.”

“I don’t understand the concept of zero time.” Johava didn’t understand hardly anything, but this was the first thing that blurted out of his mouth. 

Everything was coming too fast. He knew it was close to the time when all his knowledge would be completely erased and he would cease to exist in his present form. His new form was to be nothing but “energy” and he still wasn’t sure what “energy” was. For the first time he was wondering if he would even be aware of his own existence. That would mean, in effect, he would die. His excitement about becoming the essence of this new world was rapidly turning into concern and even fear.   

“Do not be concerned,” Joseia said, as he put his arms around Johava and held him close. “We love you and would never harm you. You are a part of all of us and we would harm you any more than we would harm ourselves. You will always be aware. Your energy will be the “life” of all living things in this new world. “Life” is the one form of energy we did not talk about. It is a thing that can only be imparted by the Gods; it is a type of energy that is different from the other types that affect matter. “Life” is the form of energy that allows matter to become a living thing. All living things will have a varying amount of “life” and even though these things will never know it, you will be the “collective” of all of this life. You will also be all of the other forms of energy that affect matter, but your awareness will be through the forms of matter that are living. Because of this, your awareness will actually be the same as ours. You will experience all of the feelings of everything that lives, and through you we will experience the same feelings. This is why you exist. We will create life in this new universe (with you) only once, thereafter it will be a continuum until we end it. Then you will return to us as you are now. Do you understand we will always be with you and love you?” 

“I think so,” said Johava, “but how long will it take for me to return as I am now?”

“That question can not be answered,” said Joseia. “Part of you will exist as energy in the second universe and this universe has zero time. In answer to your previous question about zero time, try to imagine the following situation. Let’s take a piece of matter, in this case a marble, but this marble is special. It is made out of one “unit” of concentrated energy. If we split the this unit of energy into two smaller marbles and roll one in one direction (left?) for a certain distance and then roll it back along the same path to it’s original starting point, and then do exactly the same thing in the opposite direction (right?) with the other half, and then rejoin both into one marble at the original starting point. The time it took to do this is not important. Now, if an observer came by and looked at the marble, what would he see?”

“He would see a marble sitting still at the original starting point.”

“Would the observer be aware that the marble had moved if he had not seen it?”

“No”

“Now, lets suppose the marble did all of the moving at the speed of light in zero time. If there is no time, this means that both halves of the marble exist everywhere and anywhere along the track at the same time. Any observer that is not traveling at the same speed as the marbles would see the marbles anywhere along the track that he wanted to observe them. In other words, if he looked half way down the right track, he would see the marble moving forward at the speed of light from that point. Each half on the marble could be observed at any time from any part of the track and it would appear that each half of the marble would be anywhere along the track at any time. As far as the marble is concerned time is nothing and there is no movement; as far as the observer is concerned, time starts when the marble is observed. Does this make sense?” 

“I thing so,” said Johava, scratching his head.

“Okay, when the observer looks at the marbles, he will see them at the point they were at the time he observed them. If he continues to observe the marbles, they will move along the remainder of the path and come to rest at their original starting point. The speed will appear to be the speed of light. What do you think would happen if the observer destroyed one of the marble halves?”

“I have no idea.” His head was almost hurting.

“I understand this is complicated, but you asked the question about zero time. Think about it, if both halves of the marble were not affected by time, then they would exist on all places along the track at once. If an observer saw a marble at any point along the track and destroyed it then the marble would cease to exist (for the observer) from that point in time forward. It would never return to the original starting point and would disappear from the track. If this happened, what do you think would happen to the other marble on the opposite track?”

Johava was now sorry he had even asked about zero time. He could just barely grasp the concept of these balls moving along the tracks at the speed of light. If there was no time, then they could not move at all because time is required if anything moves. What was Joseia trying to say? He thought about movement. The only way you can tell if anything is moving is to compare it to something that is moving at a different speed or is standing still. If two objects are moving at the same speed in the same direction, then neither object can tell if the other object is moving. If the speed of light is as fast as any object can move then all objects moving at the speed of light would appear to be not moving relative to each other. The only way they would appear to move is if they were observed by another object that was moving slower than the speed of light! Objects moving at the speed of light could not move relative to each other therefore there would be no time. Time would end (be zero) for all matter when it reached the speed of light! 
“And matter at zero time would not exist as matter; it would revert to energy which is not bound by time.” Said Joseia, reading Johava’s mind. “You now understand how the border between the two universes work, but you still haven’t answered the question about the other marble.”

“Well, If one half of the original marble was destroyed before it got back to rejoin its other half, then the original marble could not exist as a whole after having been split. It also could not exist as a half marble because in zero time (it moved at the speed of light) it existed only as a whole marble.”

“You’re about to get it, keep going”

“When one half of the marble was destroyed, the other half would cease to exist at exactly the same time! It would appear to the observer that the half that was destroyed somehow communicated to its other half instantly.” Johava was beginning to feel proud of himself again.

“What would the observer think of this?” Joseia said, prompting Johava to finish the logic.

“He would wonder how the marbles communicated with each other and how they were able to do it at faster than the speed of light. Nothing can go faster than the speed of light.” Johava was really on a roll.

“And the answer is…..,” Intoned Joseia.

“At the speed of light, time is zero and everything happens at once.” Johava was joking, but he did not know how else to say it. “There is no communication; anything that affects a part will immediately affect the whole. Time will pass only to an observer moving at less than the speed of light.” Johava also realized anything that the observer did that affected either half on the marble would immediately affect the other half and it would seem that the effect was instant. This would seem to be impossible to the observer,” said Johava. “Zero time is a very hard concept to understand. I’m not sure I understand all of it.”

 “You don’t,” said Joseia. “But at least you understand the concept.” Joseia paused a moment, he could tell Johava was getting too frustrated to think clearly and the next part was going to be even more complicated. “If the atoms that make up matter are created out of moving bits of concentrated energy, and movement requires time; do you understand that matter cannot exist without energy or time?”

“I…I think so,” said Johava. “If matter is made of moving stuff and this stuff can not move, then    matter will not exist unless this stuff moves and time must be present for stuff to move.”

“You’re right! You have a strange way of explaining it, but basically you’re right. The first universe exists in four dimensions, length, breadth, and depth, and time. The first three create substance and time is the realm in which this substance can exist. Now here is the hard part; substance can only exist relative to itself. In other words, matter is there only if other matter is present to recognize it. The existence of time allows matter to do this. If time did not exist, what would happen to matter, or stuff, as you put it?”

“It would not exist”

“What would happen to it?”

“It would become energy?”

“You’ve got it.” Joseia intoned. “You have just described the difference between the first universe and the second. We, as Gods, will create everything in the first universe using nothing but energy and time. The second universe will be energy unaffected by time, or, in other words, zero time. This second universe will be in yet another dimension, totally inaccessible by the first.  Actually, the only thing we will create is you. As we have told you; you will be the energy of both universes. The Prime Directive will be fulfilled because all of the matter (stuff) of the first universe will be made of nothing and therefore cannot be traced back to a creator.” 

Joseia paused for a moment to let his last words sink in, and then asked another God-like question. “Do you see the one unavoidable flaw in this solution to the Prime Directive?”

“N…n…no,” stammered Johava.

“Energy, the answer is energy,” Joseia exclaimed. “The ultimate proof that there is a creator is the existence of energy! Energy is the one thing that cannot exist unless it was created.”

“Wow, doesn’t that contradict the Prime Directive?” said Johava.

“Yes and no,” said Joseia. “The sentient beings that will evolve in this new universe will be seeking a creator that is a being similar to themselves. Although this is technically true, it will take a very long time for them to learn of a second universe that exists in another dimension. In fact, this knowledge will come close to the end of their time when they are close to acquiring all knowledge. Lastly, energy cannot be created unless all knowledge has been acquired, in other words, energy can only be created by a God.” 

“But I am to be the energy for this new universe. What am I? Am I just energy? What is energy?” Johava couldn’t ask questions fast enough.

“Calm down Johava,” cautioned Joseia. “You do not have all knowledge and cannot fully understand. I will tell you this: energy is the will of a God; it is the consciousness of a living thing and the manifestation of all things non-living. Do you understand the basics of what is going to happen to you and how important the Prime Directive is to our creation?”

Johava thought before he answered, he sensed this was an important question. “I think I know,” he said. “I am going to be changed into some sort of energy. Some of this energy will be used to create the matter or ‘stuff’ of a new universe. At some point in time, some of this matter will be given a different form of energy. This new energy will be part of me, which is turn means it is part of you because I am made up of a part of all the Gods. This new energy will give the matter ‘life’, allowing you and rest of the Gods to experience everything this ‘life’ experiences. As time goes on, some of this life will evolve into higher and higher forms allowing for even greater experiences in the emotions of existence.”

“And what will eventually happen if we allow it?”

“The highest life form will try to acquire all knowledge and become as you are now. They would strive to become God-like.”

“Suppose we did allow this to happen?”

Johava was getting confused again. “Will I suppose you would have to allow them to join you in this world as fellow Gods and ……..”

“And what,” asked Joseia.

“And you would probably have to start all over and create another universe. Everyone would be in the same position as you are now.”

“Excellent! You have it. Now I have only a couple of more questions. Who would the God-like beings be?” Joseia paused to let the question sink in.

“Why,” Johava stammered after the pause, “they would be me! These beings would finally realize that the life essence inside them would be me. I am part of the Gods and all life comes from and is part of the Gods.”

“Yes Johava, this is when you will return to us. You will return with all the knowledge acquired by all your life forms and you will have the experience of every emotion felt by every life form from the beginning to the end. You will be the one God of all the life forms in this universe. Now, I have only one more question. What would happen if the Prime Directive were not in place?”

Johava had actually thought of this question before when he was trying to figure why it was so important to have a Prime Directive. He really hadn’t been able to come up with a clear answer.

“I’m not quite sure,” he said hesitantly. 

“I’ll help,” said Joseia. “What would be the ultimate proof that a superior being created the universe these beings lived in?”

Johava stammered for time. “Well I guess the ultimate proof would be ….. humm….if they figured out how it was done?”

“You’re close. The ultimate proof would be when these beings gained enough knowledge to duplicate the feat. If they figured out how to create another universe, they would have to realize that they were the product of another’s creation.”

Joseia continued. “I will answer the question about the Prime Directive. If, in their quest for all knowledge, these beings found irrefutable proof of a creator (God), their quest for knowledge of the creation would cease. They would lose most of their free will because they would believe this creator would have everything planned out for them. Judia has explained this all to you, but I would like you to understand the consequences if this being found such a proof. We would immediately cause this entire universe to end and destroy all that we created! The Prime Directive is the single most important element of our creation and as far as you are concerned, your continued existence depends on it. We would not create this new universe without the Prime Directive. Is all of this reasonably clear to you?”

“Yes, I think so”

“Then let us go and see Jolier the Director; it is time for another meeting. Your time with us is coming to an end.”  

5. The Beginning 
Jolier and the other Gods were actually excited. The creation of a new universe was exciting. It was an absolute perfect solution to their problem. They had already dismissed the solution of erasing all the knowledge and starting all over again. The knowledge was hard to acquire and it defined the very essence of their existence. It certainly made more sense to use the acquired knowledge to solve the problem of absolute boredom rather than erasing it and starting all over, only to find oneself in exactly the same position at some point in the future. He laughed inwardly at the paradox of all this: if a sentient being believed in a creator that possessed all knowledge, then why wouldn’t it occur to the sentient being that this creator would be bored stiff? Knowing everything would be the equivalent of death-there would be no reason to live. He laughed again as he faced the others.

“The time has come,” he said, nodding and smiling to everyone, especially Johava. “Johava, do you understand what is about to happen to you?”

“I think I do…mostly” he said. “I’m not quite sure of a few things, but I guess I’m not capable of understanding everything. I know that I will not be destroyed and that I am loved by each and every one of you. I am ready for whatever you are to do with me.”

Jolier smiled again, “your understanding is as it should be. You are the best possible use of our acquired knowledge. Your existence was made possible by this knowledge and your existence will make it possible for us to keep this knowledge. All is good, and we are ready; let us begin.”

The creation itself was spectacular. Johava first became an infinite amount of energy in the dimension of the Gods. A portion of this energy was then thrust into the first universe, where it was immediately affected by time. It could now move, and move it did. It moved outward from a center point and started cooling and condensing. Small particles of matter formed and were attracted (by another form of energy from Johava) to other similar particles of matter to form atoms. 
There were only about a hundred different types of atoms, but they could unite in many, many different ways to form molecules that would also combine in many, many different ways to form the building blocks of everything that was to be. It was an accomplishment possible only by the Gods that everything in this new world would be made with approximately one hundred ingredients. The types of energy used to affect the matter were also very limited. Light, heat, electromagnetism and various forms of attraction were all that was used. It was amazingly simple yet incomprehensibly complex. It was truly a creation of the all-knowing Gods.

As time passed, clouds of these matter particles were attracted to each other and formed groups of stars and planets and assorted debris. These became known as galaxies, and an almost infinite numbers of galaxies were formed and became known as the universe. More energy was added by the Gods as needed for the expanding universe. When the time was right and the conditions were perfect, the Gods added one final touch to their creation. They took some of the special energy form Johava that made him a conscious being, and applied it to a very special combination of chemicals. These chemicals immediately acquired the ability to move and, just as importantly, acquired the ability to use other chemicals to fuel this movement, thereby changing their environment. They became a life form. This life form also had the ability to reproduce with others of its kind and to adapt to its surroundings. This ability to adapt and pass the adaptations on to its offspring was all that was needed to start a start a flow of organisms that would evolve into ever more complicated forms. At first there were one-celled things that could exist on their own without help from others of their kind. They soon adapted and formed groups that were more efficient than the individuals. These groups formed with other groups and formed multi-cellular organisms that eventually became individuals. After much time, the individuals became the fish of the seas and the beasts of the land. The vast majority of these creatures were not successful and died off; but some, in their dieing, left offspring that were slightly more adaptable to their surroundings. Eventually, after millions of years, creatures evolved that were somewhat intelligent and were aware of their own existence. From this humble beginning, a time line was started that would lead to the end of all things. Beings would evolve that had an insatiable desire for knowledge. These being would make every mistake that could be made and experience every emotion possible. They would have complete free will over their actions. They would worship and pray to the Gods and yet never be able to prove the existence of the Gods. The Gods would love the beings as one of their own but would not interfere too much except to provide occasional guidance and a moral code to insure their survival. But sometimes, when the spirit of Johava was especially strong, the Gods would relent and interfere just a little. Love, after all, was the only emotion they had left. 

GENESIS 1:26

And God said, let us make man is our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
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